
Day 21 
 
 
Today’s Gospel Reading 
 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, 
"Which is the first of all the commandments?" 

Jesus replied, "The first is this: 
Hear, O Israel! 

The Lord our God is Lord alone! 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul,  
with all your mind,  
and with all your strength. 
The second is this: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no other commandment greater than these." 

The scribe said to him, "Well said, teacher. 
You are right in saying, 
He is One and there is no other than he. 
And to love him with all your heart, 
with all your understanding,  
with all your strength, 
and to love your neighbor as yourself 

is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 

And when Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, 
he said to him, 
"You are not far from the Kingdom of God." 

And no one dared to ask him any more questions. 
 
Mark 12:28-34 
 
 
Jesus gives us a summary of the entire bible here.  Now, a little historical context is needed here.  The answer 
that Jesus gives is a very important scripture.  It is from 6th chapter of the book of Deuteronomy in the Old 
Testament.  This phrase is known as the “Shema” “Hear O Isreal the Lord is God, the Lord Alone.  You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, and soul”  This is something that Jesus listeners would have 
been very familiar with.  They would have recited it daily.  So it was no surprise.   
 
But then Jesus turns them on their ear with the second part, “You Shall love your neighbor as yourself”  This 
contains the whole of the law. 
 
Loving God is first, but it leads without exception to loving those around us.  All of the commandments can be 
boiled down to this, so when faced with a trial, ask yourself this…does this serve God, and the other people 
involved, or does it serve my own selfishness.  You would be surprised how much simplifying this for ourselves 
can make difficult decisions easy. 


